EFSP

Lake County Local Emergency Food & Shelter Program
E.F.S.P. meets the needs of Lake County’s hungry and homeless, and those in danger of becoming homeless, by allocating federal funds for the provision of food and shelter to those people in economic crisis.

Any agency is eligible if it:
· Has the capability to provide emergency food and/or shelter services.

· Will use funds to supplement/extend existing resources and not to substitute or reimburse ongoing programs and services.

· Is nonprofit or an agency of government.

· Will not use EFSP funds as a cost-match for other Federal funds or programs.

· Has an accounting system, and will pay all vendors by an approved method of payment.

· Understands that cash payments (including petty cash) are not eligible under EFSP.

· Conducts an independent annual review if receiving $50,000-$99,999/an independent annual audit if receiving $100,000 or more in EFSP funds, and follows OMB’s Uniformed Guidance if receiving $750,000 or more in Federal funding.
· Has not received an adverse or no opinion audit.

· Is not debarred or suspended from receiving Federal funds.

· Has provided a Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN) to EFSP.

· Has provided a Data Universal Number System (DUNS) number issued by Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) and required associated information to EFSP.

· Practices non-discrimination (agencies with a religious affiliation, will not refuse service to an applicant based on religion, nor engage in religious proselytizing or religious counseling in any program receiving Federal funds).
· Will not charge a fee to clients for EFSP funded services.

· Has a voluntary board if private, not-for-profit.

· Will provide all required reports to the Local Board in a timely manner; (i.e., Second Payment/Interim Request and Final Reports).

· Will expend monies only on eligible costs and keep complete documentation (copies of canceled LRO checks -- front and back, other proof of payment, invoices, receipts, etc.) on all expenditures for a minimum of three years after end-of-program date, and for compliance issues until resolved.
· Will spend all funds and close-out the program by my jurisdiction's selected end-of-program date and return any unused funds ($5.00 or more) to the National Board.

· Will provide complete, accurate documentation of expenses to the Local Board, if requested, following my jurisdiction's selected end-of-program date.

· Has no known EFSP compliance exceptions in this or any other jurisdiction.

· Will not use EFSP funding for any lobbying activities and if receiving $100,000 or more, will provide the “Certification Regarding Lobbying” an d, if applicable, will complete Standard Form LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying”, in accordance with its instructions.
· Will not and will ensure its employees, volunteers or other individuals associated with the program will not engage in any trafficking of persons during the period this award is in effect.
· Will not and will ensure its employees, volunteers or other individuals associated with the program will not use EFSP funds to support access to classified national security information.

· Aligns with the Local Board’s Phase #34 Funding Priorities:
1.  Rent/Mortgage/Utility Assistance
2.  Mass Shelter
3.   Food/Served Meals

4.   Other Shelter/Transportation to Shelter
Client Eligibility
· Cannot discriminate against age, race, sex, religion, national origin, disability, economic status or sexual orientation). 

· Sensitivity to the transition from temporary shelter to permanent homes and attention to the specialized needs of homeless individuals with mental and physical disabilities and illness and to facilitate access for homeless individuals to other sources of services and benefits. 

· Verification of proof of citizenship or qualified alien status of any applicant for assistance is not required. 

· Funds allocated to a jurisdiction can only be used for permanent residents and transients within that jurisdiction.
EFSP Funds can be Used to Supplement Existing Services for:

· Administration (as it relates to food and shelter programs)
· Mass Shelter

· Other Food (served meals programs, bagged grocery programs, and/or food voucher programs)
· Other Shelter (motel voucher programs, etc.)
· Rent/Mortgage Assistance
· Served Meals

· Utilities 

· Diapers

· Feminine Hygiene Items


EFSP Funds Cannot be Used:

· In anticipation of a needed service (fire victims, floods, tornadoes, etc.).
· For a singular or special celebratory/holiday events.
· In substitution for other programs funds.

· To start new programs.

· To create a reserve for future use.

· For lobbying.
Program Expenditures

All EFSP program guidelines must be followed when making expenditures with the funds. Please review the entire program manual prior to making expenditures. 

Charging Back Expenditures

If LROs make expenditures during their jurisdiction’s spending period, prior to the receipt of EFSP funds, they may chargeback any eligible expenditures that meet EFSP program guidelines. All documentation requirements for the category in which the expenditures are reported will apply.

Concurrent Phase Note

Duplication of service cannot occur during the spending period. Phases 33 and 34 are running concurrently:

	
	Phase #33
	Phase #34

	Begin Spend Date
	February 1, 2016
	October 1, 2016

	End Spend Date
	January 31, 2018
	January 31, 2018


LROs will need to ensure they do not duplicate expenditures for clients in the rent/mortgage and utilities categories. This means clients may receive assistance one time per phase in those categories, see the samples below.

Question 1: If a client owes rent for 2 months, can an agency pay one month under Phase 33 and the other month under Phase 34?  Answer: Yes. This would not be considered duplication of service because the payments were made from different phases and for different months of rent. 

Question 2: If a client owes rent for 2 months, can an agency pay both under Phase 33?  Answer: No. If both months of rent were paid in the same phase, that would not be accepted as it is a duplication for the same client and is not allowed with EFSP funds, per the program guidelines. 

If you have further questions about expenditures please contact the EFSP National Board at  efsp@uww.unitedway.org or 703.706.9660. 
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